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Election advertising on the internet 
Elections BC’s interpretation of election advertising on the internet applies to both local and 
provincial electoral events conducted under the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act and the 
Election Act. This interpretation is also consistent with that established by Elections Canada for 
federal elections.

Election messages transmitted over the internet are election advertising only if they meet the 
applicable definition of election advertising and have, or would normally have, a placement cost.

A placement cost is the cost of purchasing election advertising space on a social media site or 
other website. For example, the costs of placing banner ads, pre-roll videos or ads on Facebook 
or other social media sites are placement costs. The costs related to maintaining messages on a 
website are not placement costs.

Messages without placement costs on the internet, such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and 
other social media posts, YouTube videos, emails and websites are not election advertising if 
they are transmitted on a non-commercial basis.

This interpretation applies to non-election assent voting advertising, initiative advertising and 
recall advertising as if it were election advertising.
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